
Agnes spent more than 50 years studying plants. She looked closely at the different parts and recorded them 
in amazing illustrations. She also studied the parts you can only see under a microscope.  

Agnes was brilliant at describing her 
science in a way that other people could 
understand. She published eight books 

and 93 scientif ic papers! 

When the lab that Agnes worked at was closed, 
she was determined to keep studying plants. She

 took the equipment home and set up her own lab 
in a bedroom. It was cramped and there was no 

electricity, but she kept on making new 
observations and discoveries! 

In later life, Agnes wrote about how scientists work. 
She helped to def ine what it means to be a scientist. 

Conifers Water plants
Grasses Fossilised plants

In 1946, Agnes 
was the 

f irst woman 
botanist (and 

the third 
woman ever) to become a 
fellow of the Royal Society, 

one of the most famous 
groups of scientists in 

the world.

Agnes
also loved

writing
poetry

and
publishe

d

13 poem
s!

 The whole wide field of research 
lies waiting to be explored, and no 
other ‘open sesame’ is needed but 

the single-minded desire to discover 
truth for its own sake.
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